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"My hope is that through this pandemic you continue to realize our mission is not a
luxury but a necessity and that you are able to continue to stand with us and we try to
bring more opportunities for more amazing students.”

Dear Friends,

Since joining the team in 2017 it has been my pleasure to
witness DiscoverU grow exponentially and help connect
more and more students to Fantastic Learning
Opportunities.

As a nonprofit you try to plan and manage risk but we
could not imagine the scale of disruption COVID would
cause on our ability to work with students. We know that
life does not stop, and students still need to learn even if
the traditional structure is unavailable.

Fortunately our program pre-pandemic relied on virtual
tools. With increased investment and quick action on
the part of the program team, we were able to augment
our program to provide services virtually. Additionally,
many of our FLO partners nimbly rethought their
programs to provide virtual learning experiences that
engaged our students and created community and
connection while providing novel learning.

We and our program partners have put much thought
into what makes a FLO a FLO: whether it takes place on a

college campus, in a foreign country, or in a student’s
own living room. We've sought out relationships with
virtual programs that give students the ability to:
connect and build community with peers and
instructors, and explore new subject matter not taught in
a traditional classroom, in a rigorous and engaging way.

We are grateful for the opportunity to work with so
many amazing students and their families, we are
grateful for the amazing schools and school districts that
help us in this work. We are grateful for all of you, our
supporters, whose generosity allows us to continue this
amazing work even in this uncertain time.

Thank you for your interest and support, and please feel
free to reach out to us directly if you have any interest in
being more involved in DiscoverU. We are growing in
spite of COVID, and we welcome everyone to help us in
this work.

Thank you,

B, Uk

George Vander Veer
Executive Director
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While we were obviously disappointed by the limitations set forth by
COVID-19related quarantine, we threw ourselves into finding new ways
to bring experiential learning to our students. Our program team
created dozens of how-to videos on our YouTube channel, and we
revised and upgraded our Salesforce-based student portal to allow for
video chat, screen sharing, and other virtual tools.

In May of 2020, we published a brief entitled Experience Matters:
Equalizing Access to Experiential Learning during a Global Pandemic,
which set guidelines for programs striving to provide high quality
virtual learning experiences and gave recommendations to schools,
districts, and students and families around experiential learning.
Importantly, we landed on what makes a FLO, a FL.O; and how to
translate that to the digital world.
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While the full educational impacts of the pandemic may not be known for some
time, it is clear that districts, programs, and families should prioritize experiential
learning to help mitigate the inevitable gaps that school shut downs will impose on
our students' knowledge and skills. Our students are resilient and eager tolearn,
and are making the best of a tough situation. In fact, we were surprised that
students rated the tangible impact of their virtual experiences similarly to their
in-person experiences from prior years (98% pre-pandemic vs 94% in 2020).
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"What motivated me to complete my Camp Neuro application
is my passion of becoming a nurse and dedication to help
others in need. FLOs keep me motivated to learn and open
new doors of my own creativity and interests..FLOs help my
growth as a human being and expand my mind as I discover

me!" -Rubi, North Forest High School 22
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STUDENTS ATTENDED

UNIQUE
FLO
PROGRAMS

“What I believe are the most important
things that I learned [at the Rice University
Ethics & Society FLO] were the different
ethical theories [ have not learned in a
classroom setting. This FLO also helped me
to grow more comfortable with ‘attending’
virtual learning courses, which has

fortunately increased my flexibility.”
-Steven, Eastwood Academy 21
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PROGRAM SUPPORTS &OUTREACH

"For me, I hadn't realized how many Presentations &

opportunities were out there and if it FLO advising

weren't for DiscoverU,I don't think I sessions
would have ever done this."

-Joseph, Washington High School 22 emails sent to
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COVID IMPACTS
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Our staff grew to 14 this year, the largest in organizational history!

Esther Argueta Julius Bayone Rose Castillo-Reyes Lynda Daniel Whitney Casey Griffin
FLO Advisor FLO Advisor FLO Advisor FLO Consultant FLO Program Manager
Emily Sketch Haines Rodrick Hawkins Presley Liesman Abigail Molloy

Director of Programs FLO Advisor FLO Program Coordinator FLO Access Manager

Nyra Tanner Maria Thompson Stephanie Turcio George Vander Veer Ashley Willett
FLO Advisor FLO Advisor FLO Advisor Executive Director Director of Development



Foundations Administration

EARNED: $559,902 Earned
PRIVATE: $610,804 Revenue
EXPENSES: $11037:667 Fundraising
NET GAIN: Program
$133,039

Events 7% Corporations1%

Student & Family Payments 1%
Individuals 1%
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Ian Stewart, Chair
Chemist, Exxon Mobil Corporation

Charles Munsell, IV, Vice-Chair
Partner, PwC

Jamie Bailey, Treasurer

Executive Director, Financial Planning and Business
Development at Baylor College of Medicine

Lyn Greenwood, Secretary

Business Readiness Manager, Exxon Mobil
Corporation

Dr. Kimberlin Sturgis
Owner, Canji Consulting

Eric Bartz
Principal, Big Brother Properties

Nadia Bruner

Suttle Freeman, LLC
Monica Piquet-Rodriguez Dr. Bobbi Samuels
DiscoverU Co-Founder

Amber Ramirez-Hoffman
DiscoverU Parent

Samuels Family Foundation

Ritesh Kapadia
Founder & President, Virtuas, Inc.

Andrew Kapral

Director of Engaged Data Science, Hewlett Packard
Enter rise Data Science Institute at University of
ouston

Alison Porter
Franchise Owner, Apex Leadership Co.

April Greenhouse Weaver

Deputy General Council, Metropolitan
Transporation Authority

Stephanie Yee

Transformation Executive of Sales, Pricing &
Revenue Manadgement Ana Etlps, Technology,
Marketing, and Consulting, Bain & Company

Dr. Scott Van Beck
Community Volunteer

Champ D. Warren III

Smith Warren &
Associates



Individuals
>$2,500

Nadia & Terry Bruner
[an Stewart

Amber Ramirez
Hoffman

Lyn Greenwood
Shelley Grahmann
Tricia & Jim Zucker
Jamie Bailey

Jill Grimes

Paul & Suzie Haines
April Weaver

Beth & David Speck
Dr. Bobbi Samuels
Champ Warren III
Ann & Johnny Johnson
Kristen Simpson
Ritesh Kapadia

Rosa Maria Villagomez
& Bruce Taten

Stephanie Yee

Steve & Rebecca
Amstutz

Individuals
>$1,000

Christopher Bentley

Paul & Joy Posoli
Jen & Andrew Kapral

Janice & Michael
Willett

Whitney & Marc Walsh
Holly Price

Alison F. Porter
Charles Munsell

Dr. Kimberlin Sturgis
Eric Bartz

Leah Barton & David
Lim

Marshawn
Merriweather
Denard Wilson

Sally Soutter

Todd Sullivan
Veronica Sauceda
Zoheeb Ali

Diane & Dean Laumen

Individuals
>$500

Monica
Piquet-Rodriguez &
Alejandro Rodriguez

Cesar Arreola
Scott Hochberg
Claudia Rodriguez

Shannon & Kristen
Tassin

Gaynell Floyd Drexler
Peter Boudreaux
Brent Perkins

Cassie McGarvey

Jon Bohn

Individuals >$100
Adrea & Sergio Leal
Christie Grell

Kelly Szymecki
Miles D. Harper I1I
Ricardo Flores
Allison Serafin
Anissa Farrar
Damon Flores
Thanh Tran

Tom & Jane Kapral

Tonya Garrison

Jill Assir
Kathleen Malcolmson
Michelle & Eric Pierce
Harriet Wasserstrum
Idris Albert

John Hillhouse
Josephine Smith
MacArthur Reed
Margaret Kelly

Maria Garcia

Richard Cruz

Sonia Colin-Reed
Susan Barnes

Susan & Jeff Kunz
Wyatt Dowling
Zawadi Bryant

Amy Tanner

Anne Powers

Eugene Anderson
Greg Eichelberger
Jenn Litton

Marc Walsh

Melanie Brown
Nicole Montgomery
Rafael Pinaud

Rhuju Vasavada

Ryan Dolibois

Susan Meyers

Heaven Chee Jessica Freshour

Kate Fowler Joyce Broussard
Tammy Kidd

Trisha Cornwell

Karen Terrell

Maritza Perna

Ashley & David Willett ~ George & Nichole
Vander Veer

Jenny Moore

Nazish Khan Alexis Guidry

Danielle Bartz Annie Hurwitz

Heather Cook

Luis Hernandez

Donna Davis
Elisha McCardell

Andrea Sankey Frances Moreno

Elizabeth Rivera Jennifer Arrighi

Errica Hooper Natalie DeLuca

Tom & Sylvia Stephan

Frances Hester

Katie Slater

Linda Weiland

Robert Sepeda

Tiffany Needham
Torrey Conerly
Virginia & Gail Phillips
William Lumpkin

Individuals >$50

Andrew & Kaila Haines
Brandon Winchester
Candace Day

Cindy Dionne

Deborah Hartinger
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