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Dear  Fr i en ds,

Since join ing the team  in  2017 i t  has been m y pleasure to 
witness DiscoverU grow exponential ly and help connect 
m ore and m ore students to Fantast ic Learn ing 
Oppor tun i t ies.

As a nonprofi t  you tr y to plan and m anage r isk  but we 
could not im agine the scale of disrupt ion COVID would 
cause on our  abi l i ty to work  with students. W e know that 
l i fe does not stop, and students st i l l  need to learn even i f 
the tr adi t ional  str ucture is unavai lable.

For tunately our  program  pre-pandem ic rel ied on vir tual  
tools. W ith increased investm ent and quick  act ion on 
the par t of the program  team , we were able to augm ent 
our  program  to provide  services vir tual ly. Addit ional ly, 
m any of our  FLO par tners n im bly r ethought their  
program s to provide vir tual  learn ing exper iences that 
engaged our  students and created com m unity and 
connect ion whi le providing novel  learn ing.

W e and our  program  par tners have put m uch thought 
in to what m akes a FLO a FLO: whether  i t  takes place on a 

col lege cam pus, in  a foreign countr y, or  in  a student?s 
own l iving room .  W e?ve sought out r elat ionships with 
vir tual  program s that give students the abi l i ty to: 
connect and bui ld com m unity wi th peers and 
instructor s, and explore new subject m atter  not taught in  
a tr adi t ional  classroom , in  a r igorous and engaging way. 

W e are gratefu l  for  the oppor tun i ty to work  with so 
m any am azing students and their  fam i l ies, we are 
gratefu l  for  the am azing schools and school  distr icts that 
help us in  th is work . W e are gratefu l  for  al l  of you, our  
suppor ter s, whose generosi ty al lows us to cont inue th is 
am azing work  even in  th is uncer tain  t im e.

Thank  you for  your  in terest and suppor t,  and please feel  
fr ee to r each out to us dir ect ly i f  you have any in terest in  
being m ore involved in  DiscoverU. W e are growing in  
spi te of COVID, and we welcom e everyone to help us in  
th is work . 

      

      Than k  you ,

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S M ESSAGE 
"M y hope is that through th is pandem ic you cont inue to r eal ize our  m ission is not a 

luxury but a necessi ty and that you are able to cont inue to stand with us and we tr y to 
br ing m ore oppor tun i t ies for  m ore am azing students."

Geor ge Van der  Veer  
Executive Director

SCAN HERE TO 
SEE OUR YEAR 

IN REVIEW!



W H AT M AK ES A FLO,  A FLO?
W hi l e w e w er e obv i ousl y d i sappoi n ted  by the l i m i tat i on s set  for th  by 
COVID-19 r el ated  quar an t i n e, w e th r ew  ou r sel ves i n to f i n d i n g n ew  w ays 
to br i n g exper i en t i al  l ear n i n g to ou r  studen ts.  Ou r  pr ogr am  team  
cr eated  dozen s of  how -to v i deos on  ou r  YouTube chan n el , an d  w e 
r ev i sed  an d  upgr aded  ou r  Sal esfor ce-based  studen t  por tal  to al l ow  for  
v i deo chat , scr een  shar i n g, an d  other  v i r tual  tool s.  

In  M ay of  2020, w e publ i shed  a br i ef  en t i t l ed  Exper ience M atter s: 
Equalizing Access to Exper ientia l Lear ning dur ing a  Global Pandemic, 
w h i ch  set  gu i del i n es for  pr ogr am s st r i v i n g to pr ov i de h i gh  qual i ty  
v i r tual  l ear n i n g exper i en ces an d  gave r ecom m en dat i on s to school s, 
d i st r i cts, an d  studen ts an d  fam i l i es ar oun d  exper i en t i al  l ear n i n g.  
Im por tan t l y , w e l an ded  on  w hat  m ak es a FLO, a FLO; an d  how  to 
t r an sl ate that  to the d i gi tal  w or l d .

EXPOSURE TO NOVEL  SITUATIONS & K NOW LEDGE
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W hi l e the fu l l  educat i on al  i m pacts of  the pan dem i c m ay n ot  be k n ow n  for  som e 
t i m e, i t  i s cl ear  that  d i st r i cts, pr ogr am s, an d  fam i l i es shou l d  pr i or i t i ze exper i en t i al  
l ear n i n g to hel p  m i t i gate the i n ev i tabl e gaps that  school  shu t  dow n s w i l l  i m pose on  
ou r  studen ts' k n ow l edge an d  sk i l l s.   Ou r  studen ts ar e r esi l i en t  an d  eager  to l ear n , 
an d  ar e m ak i n g the best  of  a tough si tuat i on .  In  fact , w e w er e su r pr i sed  that  
studen ts r ated  the tan gi bl e i m pact  of  thei r  v i r tual  exper i en ces si m i l ar l y  to thei r  
i n -per son  exper i en ces f r om  pr i or  year s (98% pr e-pan dem i c vs 94% i n  2020).

FLOS IN TH E COVID AGE 

98%  r ated  thei r  FLO exper i en ce as 
"Excel l en t " or  "Ver y Good"

4/5 
r epor ted  they 

w er e exposed  to 
n ew  m ater i al 3.5/5 

r epor ted  they 
exper i en ced   
com m un i ty  3.8/5 

r epor ted  they 
had  tan gi bl e 
tak eaw ays



OUR AM AZING STUDENTS
"W hat m otivated m e to com plete m y Cam p Neuro appl icat ion 
is m y passion of becom ing a nurse and dedicat ion to help 
others in  need.  FLOs keep m e m otivated to learn and open 
new doors of m y own creat ivi ty and in terests...FLOs help m y 
growth as a hum an being and expand m y m ind as I  discover  
m e!"              -Rubi, N or th For est H igh School '22
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168
PROGRAM  RESULTS

students com pleted 
195 FLOs

592
students 

subm itted 478 
appl icat ions

466
students 

recieved  204 
acceptances

48 UNIQUE 
FLO 

PROGRAM S

$71,777TOTAL FLO 
COST $393

$26,410 $53

?W hat I  bel ieve are the m ost im por tant 
th ings that I  learned [at the Rice Universi ty 

Eth ics & Society FLO] were the di fferent 
eth ical  theor ies I  have not learned in  a 

classroom  sett ing. This FLO also helped m e 
to grow m ore com for table with ?attending? 

vir tual  learn ing courses, which has 
for tunately increased m y f lexibi l i ty.?    

        -Steven, Eastwood Academy '21

STUDENTS ATTENDED

FLO FINANCIALS

TOTAL FLO 
PROVIDER 

SCH OLARSH IPS

AVERAGE 
DISCOVERU AID 

AW ARD

AVERAGE STUDENT 
BALANCE



PROGRAM  SUPPORTS & OUTREACH

93% 
Used  the Studen t  

Por tal  to f i n d  thei r  
FLO

96% 
In ter acted  w i th  thei r  
FLO Adv i sor  at  l east  

on ce

80% 
In ter acted  w i th  other  
DU staf f  i n  pr epar i n g 

for  thei r  FLO

66% 
Recei ved  an d  

r espon ded  to text  
m essages

OF FLO COM PLETERS:

"For  m e,  I  hadn 't  r eal ized how m any 
oppor tun i t ies were out there and i f i t  
weren 't  for  DiscoverU, I  don 't  th ink  I  

would have ever  done th is."
    -Joseph, Washington H igh School '22

3,107   Pr esen tat i on s & 
FLO adv i si n g 

sessi on s

9,193 em ai l s sen t  to 
par en ts an d  

studen ts

11,051 
Text  

m essages 
exchan ged

611
An sw er ed  

phon e cal l s 
w i th  studen ts & 

par en ts



COVID IM PACTS

96 students appl ied to m ul t iple 
FLOs but did not successful ly 

com plete any

582 students subm itted 824 
appl icat ions that did NOT 
resul t  in  FLO com plet ion

113
of those appl icants, 113 

were suppor ted to 
successful ly com plete 
another  FLO program

Accepted , 
Pr ogr am  
Can cel ed  

Appl i ed ,  
Pr ogr am  
Can cel ed

Accepted ,  
W i thd r ew

Den i ed /  
W ai t l i sted

824

36%
9%

27% 25%

No Show3%

36%

REASONS FOR 
NON-PARTICIPATION



Nyr a Tan n er

FLO Advisor

Ash l ey W i l l et t

Director  of Developm ent

M ar i a Thom pson

FLO Advisor

Abi gai l  M ol l oy

FLO Access M anager

Rodr i ck  H aw k i n s

FLO Advisor

Pr esl ey Li esm an  

FLO Program  Coordinator

Geor ge Van der  Veer

Executive Director

OUR STAFF
Our  staf f  gr ew  to 14 th i s year , the l ar gest  i n  or gan i zat i on al  h i stor y!  

Em i l y  Sk etch   H ai n es 

Director  of Program s

Ju l i us Bayon e

FLO Advisor

Rose Cast i l l o-Reyes

FLO Advisor

Lyn da Dan i el  

FLO Consul tant

W hi tn ey Casey Gr i f f i n

FLO Program  M anager

Esther  Ar gueta

FLO Advisor

Stephan i e Tu r ci o

FLO Advisor



FINANCIAL STATEMENTFINANCIALS

FUNDERS & PARTNERS

REVENUE

EARNED: $559,902
PRIVATE: $610,804
EXPENSES: $1,037,667

NET GAIN: 
$133,039

INCOM E EXPENSES

Ear n ed  
Reven ue 

Foun dat i on s 

Pr ogr am   

Adm i n i st r at i on

Fun dr ai si n g  

Even ts 7%
Studen t  & Fam i l y  Paym en ts  1%

In d i v i dual s  1%

Cor por at i on s 1%

47%
43%

77%

13%

10%



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

ADVISORY COUNCIL

Ian  Stew ar t , Chai r
Chemist, Exxon M obil Corporation

Char l es M un sel l , IV, Vi ce-Chai r
Par tner , PwC

Jam i e Bai l ey, Tr easu r er
Executive Director , Financial Planning and Business 
Development at Baylor  College of M edicine

Lyn  Gr een w ood , Secr etar y
Business Readiness M anager , Exxon M obil 
Corporation

Dr . K i m ber l i n  Stu r gi s
Owner , Canji Consulting

Er i c Bar tz
Pr incipal, Big Brother  Proper ties

Ri tesh  K apad i a
Founder  & President, Vir tuas, I nc.

An dr ew  K apr al
Director  of Engaged Data Science, H ewlett Packard 
Enterpr ise Data Science I nstitute at University of 
H ouston

Al i son  Por ter
Franchise Owner , Apex Leadership Co.

Apr i l  Gr een house W eaver
Deputy General Council, M etropolitan 
Transporation Author ity

Stephan i e Yee
Transformation Executive of Sales, Pr icing & 
Revenue M anagement, Analytics, Technology, 
M arketing, and Consulting, Bain & Company

Nad i a Br un er
Suttle Freeman, LLC

M on i ca Pi quet -Rodr i guez
DiscoverU Co-Founder

Am ber  Ram i r ez-H of fm an
DiscoverU Parent

Dr . Bobbi  Sam uel s
Samuels Family Foundation

Dr . Scot t  Van  Beck
Community Volunteer

Cham p D. W ar r en  I I I
Smith W arren & 
Associates



In d i v i dual s 
>$2,500

Nadia & Ter r y  Bruner

Ian Stewar t

Am ber  Ram irez 
H offm an

Lyn Greenwood

Shel ley Grahm ann

Tr icia & Jim  Zucker

Jam ie Bai ley

Ji l l  Gr im es

Paul  & Suzie H aines

Apr i l   W eaver

Beth & David Speck

Dr. Bobbi Sam uels

Cham p W ar ren I I I

Ann & Johnny Johnson

Kr isten Sim pson

Ritesh Kapadia

Rosa M ar ia Vi l lagom ez 
& Bruce Taten

Stephanie Yee

Steve & Rebecca 
Am stutz

In d i v i dual s 
>$1,000

Chr istopher  Bentley

Paul  & Joy Posol i

Jen & Andrew Kapral

Janice & M ichael  
W i l let t

W hitney & M arc W alsh

H ol ly Pr ice

Al ison F. Por ter

Char les M unsel l

Dr. Kim ber l in  Sturgis

Er ic Bar tz

Leah Bar ton & David 
Lim

M arshawn 
M er r iweather

Denard W ilson

Sal ly Soutter

Todd Sul l ivan

Veronica Sauceda

Zoheeb Al i

Diane & Dean Laum en

In d i v i dual s 
>$500

M onica 
Piquet-Rodr iguez & 
Alejandro Rodr iguez

Cesar  Ar reola

Scott  H ochberg

Claudia Rodr iguez

Shannon & Kr isten 
Tassin

Gaynel l  Floyd Drexler

Peter  Boudreaux

Brent Perk ins

Cassie M cGarvey

Jon Bohn

In d i v i dual s >$100

Adrea & Sergio Leal

Chr ist ie Grel l

Kel ly Szym eck i

M i les D. H arper  I I I

Ricardo Flores

Al l ison Serafin

Anissa Far rar

Dam on Flores

Thanh Tran

Tom  & Jane Kapral

Tonya Gar r ison

Ji l l  Assir

Kathleen M alcolm son

M ichel le & Er ic Pier ce

H ar r iet W asserstrum

Idr is Alber t

John H i l lhouse

Josephine Sm ith

M acAr thur  Reed

M argaret Kel ly

M ar ia Garcia

Richard Cruz

Sonia Col in-Reed

Susan Barnes

Susan & Jeff Kunz

W yatt Dowl ing

Zawadi Bryant

Am y Tanner

Anne Powers

Eugene Anderson

Greg Eichelberger

Jenn Li t ton

M arc W alsh

M elanie Brown

Nicole M ontgom ery

Rafael  Pinaud

Rhuju Vasavada

Ryan Dol ibois

Susan M eyers

H eaven Chee

Kate Fowler

Karen Ter rel l

M ar i tza Perna

Ashley & David W il let t

Jenny M oore

Nazish Khan

Daniel le Bar tz

H eather  Cook

Luis H ernandez

Andrea Sankey

El izabeth Rivera

Er r ica H ooper

Frances H ester

Katie Slater

Linda W ei land

Rober t Sepeda

Tiffany Needham

Tor rey Coner ly

Virgin ia & Gai l  Phi l l ips

W il l iam  Lum pk in

In d i v i dual s >$50

Andrew & Kai la H aines

Brandon W inchester

Candace Day

Cindy Dionne

Deborah H ar t inger

W E ARE GRATEFUL
Jessica Freshour

Joyce Broussard

Tam m y Kidd

Tr isha Cornwel l

George & Nichole 
Vander  Veer

Alexis Guidr y

Annie H urwitz

Donna Davis

El isha M cCardel l

Frances M oreno

Jennifer  Ar r ighi

Natal ie DeLuca

Tom  & Sylvia Stephan

Thank 
You, 

Donors!  

Donor Honor Roll  
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