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HISD  
IMPACT 
REPORT

DiscoverU's Fant ast ic Learning  Opport unit ies p rogram has 
demonst rated  signif icant  posit ive out comes in t he educat ional 
landscape, empowering  st udent s t o exp lore and pursue d iverse 

career pat hs. This report  aims t o showcase t he program 's impact  
and advocate for Houston Independent  School Dist r ict 's (HISD) 

support  in fund ing  it s cont inued success.

W est ly Rob inson      
DiscoverU FLOster 
Sharpstown HS '23          
Texas Southern Universit y '27
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" One of  t he most  v it al t hings I have learned f rom  my FLO 
experience is about  myself.  It  m ight  sound weird  but  
DiscoverU made me d iscover me as a person."  

Theophilus Guirg is
Milby  HS '24

Connect r ix

DiscoverU provides intensive, personalized support for under-resourced students to participate in summer 
programs we call Fantastic Learning Opportunities, or FLOs.  Starting in the fall, our Advisors work with 
students to identify FLOs of interest and to submit quality applications.  After acceptance, our staff assists 
students with the follow-up tasks required by programs and provides much-needed case-management support 
during the summer, when most school-based staff is unavailable.

Our core services include:

- Access to Information: DiscoverU supports youth, their families, and school partners with technologies 
offering ease of access to essential information about opportunities.

- Personalized Guidance & Support: DiscoverU builds strong, authentic relationships with youth, their 
families, schools, communities, and partner organizations that provide learning opportunities.  

- Financial & Logistical Services: Through direct financial aid, negotiated scholarships, & fundraising 
tools, DiscoverU eliminates barriers to participation through advocacy and action.

- Personal Reflection & Planning: Students work with supportive adults to set and track goals throughout 
the process, culminating in vision-building and career exploration via guided reflection.

Our service model and delivery address the lack of educational opportunities, specifically college- and 
career-preparatory programming for adolescent youth in the city?s vibrant but historically underserved 
communities.  Ninety-seven percent of DiscoverU students are students of color (60+% LatinX & 30+% 
African-American), and 83% are economically disadvantaged. The vast majority of our students are 
first-generation college bound, and our gender demographics are reflective of Houston, with slightly more 
female students than males participating in FLOs.

DiscoverU is a m ission-dr iven 50 1c3 
organizat ion t hat  equalizes access t o 

excellent  out -of -school learning  
experiences for all yout h, w it h it s root s 

here in Houston, Texas in 20 0 7.  Through 
experient ial learning , DiscoverU assist s 
yout h in develop ing  a v ision for t heir  

fut ure and gaining  t he social-emot ional 
sk il ls necessary  t o succeed in college, 

career, and in l ife.  In add it ion t o 
support ing  yout h d irect ly, DiscoverU 

builds robust  support  systems t hat  involve 
fam ilies, schools, communit ies, and 

learning-opport unit y  part ners.  

W HO W E ARE

Arely  Mart inez, Jones Fut ures Academy '25
Rice Archit ect ure Summer Immersion 
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DiscoverU is unique in that we are a connector organization that brings together stakeholders in the name of 
equalizing access to experiential learning.  Those stakeholders are: students & their families; school districts, 
schools, and other youth-serving community based organizations; and program providers such as colleges & 
universities, non-profits, or trade associations.  Our programming is individualized, systematized, and adaptable 
to virtual or in-person settings, and is rooted in relationships. 

WE CONNECT:

W HAT W E DO

DiscoverU has successfully  exposed st udent s t o 
various career opt ions, help ing  t hem make 
informed decisions about  t heir  fut ure. 
Post -p rogram surveys ind icate a not ab le r ise in 
career awareness and clar it y  among part icipant s.

Jav ier Cruz
Energy  Inst it ut e HS '26

The Great  Debate

Increased Career Awareness

Enhanced Academ ic Performance

Est ab lished Indust ry  Part nerships

Through t his work, we have achieved t he follow ing  goals:

DiscoverU part icipant s ind icate t hey  w ill have 
improved academ ic performance as a result  of  
part icipat ing  in FLOs. (See Append ix A .)  These 
f ind ings are support ed  by  research?i.e., t he 
st udent  percept ions are likely  realit y. (See 
Append ix B.)  The program 's emphasis on 
connect ing  classroom learning  t o real-world  
app licat ions has proven ef fect ive in mot ivat ing  
st udent s.

DiscoverU has forged valuab le part nerships w it h 
local indust r ies, p rov id ing  st udent s w it h 
hands-on experiences, int ernships, and exposure 
t o workp lace env ironment s. This collaborat ion 
prov ides enrichment  opport unit ies and 
st rengt hens t ies bet ween t he educat ion and 
pr ivate sector.

St udent s and 
Fam ilies

Schools,  
Dist r ict s & 

CBOs

FLO Programs

with unique, brokered access to trusted, high quality experiential learning programs; 
professional coaching through the entire FLO process; personalized planning & 
reflection support; FLO financial services and solutions; & logistical & travel 
planning and support services.  

with qualified, diverse student participants; equity thought partnership; 
on-the-ground connections with students & families; students who will be supported 
from application to completion; program design & leadership; entree into harder to 
reach schools & communities.

with flexible levels of service to meet any budget or campus need; equity of access, 
with an ability & desire to serve any student type; individualized social emotional 
learning at scale; tools & guidance to build a culture of experiential learning; 
comprehensive summer support for students & families; and a fully developed, 
portable & scalable program.  
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PAST WORK 
IN HISD

Ivy  Hiner, w it h Harr is Count y  
At t orney  Christ ian Menefee 

Yates HS '24

Summer Legal Academy

Over the past eight school years, over 2,200 HISD students have 
taken advantage of DiscoverU services by participating in over 2,900 
FLO experiences.The majority of the 2,900 FLO experiences 
DiscoverU has connected HISD students with have happened since 
the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic.  These experiences have ranged 
from international travel, to cutting-edge STEM camps at major 
universities, to corporate internships. 

With over 140 unique programs, DiscoverU?s vast partnership 
network ensures thousands of students can attend a FLO every 
summer. Through these partnerships DiscoverU has secured not only 
scholarships but additional opportunities with colleges and private 
sector firms. Organizations like Emerson, Texas Medical Center 
(TMC) Innovation, JPMorgan Chase, and Volkswagen have increased 
their access and  investment and in some cases have shifted their 
philanthropic focus to supporting HISD students because of 
DiscoverU?s advocacy & efficacy in providing the framework for the 
partnerships to flourish.

To provide these life-changing experiences, DiscoverU has directly or 
indirectly provided $1.7 million in scholarships to HISD students. 
Houston ISD?s partnership with DiscoverU as a nonprofit has allowed 
DiscoverU to secure funding on the District?s behalf that would 
otherwise be inaccessible to the district due to grant restrictions. 
Over the past eight years, DiscoverU has successfully secured grant 
funding from The Houston Endowment, The Brown Foundation, The 
Powell Foundation, The Dearing Foundation, and The Samuels Family 
Foundation.  These philanthropic investments, among others, have 
generated a return on investment for HISD, resulting in $1.07 in 
student scholarship support for every dollar HISD has invested in 
DiscoverU programming.

Additionally, DiscoverU has managed over $1 million in supporting 
special programs and college trip facilitation services. Many key 
partners are not approved HISD vendors, and by using DiscoverU?s 
program services, the District can work with a greater variety of 
partners that provide valuable and cost-effective services. Without 
trusted partners like DiscoverU, the District would face barriers in 
working with universities, community-based programs, and industry 
partners due to state procurement laws and regulations.
 
The work done by DiscoverU in Houston ISD is at the vanguard of 
what can be possible when a District and nonprofit organization 
partner effectively with one another. Our track record in Houston ISD 
has allowed DiscoverU to expand its partnerships opportunities to 
other districts (Aldine, Klein, Spring, Spring Branch) and charter 
school partners (KIPP Texas Public Schools, Yes Prep, and Uplift 
Education).

$1.7 
MILLION 

2,200 

140+ 

in FLO 
Scholarship  

Support

st udent  FLO 
part icipant s

unique FLO 
experiences
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Nathalie Yanez, a trailblazing first-generation Hispanic female, has been an 
active participant in DiscoverU's services since her eighth-grade year. Seizing 
the opportunities offered, Nathalie embaraked on enriching journeys across 
three states and two countries before completing high school.

Expressing her gratitude, Nathalie shared, " DiscoverU not only gave me the 
opportunity to travel to new places, but to also learn about different cultures, 
expand my horizons and learn more about myself."   During her high school 
years, Nathalie initially aspired to become a neurosurgeon and participated in 
the Future Doctor's Academy program. Despite discovering her aversion to 
blood, her participation in the program kindled a passion for understanding 
the intricacies of the brain. Her involvement in various program activities not 
only expanded her knowledge but also motivated her to obtain a private pilot's 
license, with a dream of someday piloting future students to their own FLO 
destinations.

Recently graduating from Sterling High School, Nathalie now attends Texas 
State University, acknowledging DiscoverU for equipping her with valuable 
experiences that have prepared her socially and culturally for college life. Her 
aspirations now lie in pursuing a degree in Criminal Justice, with a minor in 
Forensic Psychology, aiming to carve a path as a Forensic Psychologist.

IMPACT 
STORY:

" Throughout  high 
school, I was conf ident  
t hat  I wanted t o be a 
Neurosurgeon, alt hough 
just  t he t hought  of  
b lood would  make me 
pass out , I was st i l l  
conf ident  about  it . I 
t hen proceeded t o do 
t he Future Doctors 
Academy FLO, t o have 
an insight  on t he career 
I was int erested in. 
During t hat  t ime I was 
ab le t o have an 
understand ing about  a 
f ew  medical f ield  
careers, got  t o d issect  a 
p ig?s heart  and brains, 
and got  t o have one on 
one conversat ions w it h 
Texas A&M School of  
Med icine Professors and 
student s. Af t er t he FLO 
ended, I learned t hat  I 
don't  pass out  at  t he 
sight  of  b lood and t hat  I 
d id  not  want  t o be a 
Neurosurgeon. Instead, 
I was more int erested in 
how  the d if f erent  part s 
of  t he brain worked. 
This FLO made such a 
b ig  impact  t hat  it  
helped me decide my 
major f or college. Had I 
not  had t his Fantast ic 
Learning Opportunit y, 
realist ically I would?ve 
had a horrib le t ime in 
college studying for 
something I actually 
d idn' t  have a passion 
for."

Nat halie Yanez
Sterling  HS '23
7 Time FLOster
Texas St ate Universit y  '27
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UNIVERSITY OF ST. THOMAS
Noemi Vargas Gutierrez 
Middle College Felix Fraga '23
Lucero Lopez 
Aust in HS '22
Maria Loredo 
South Early College HS '23
Destini Lowery 
Energy Inst itute HS '22

Ariadna N Manzano 
Mt . Carmel Academy '22

Jessica Simms 
Young Women's College Prep '23

HOUSTON COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE
Astrid Fonseca 
Aust in HS '22

Jennifer Henry 
Waltrip HS '23

LAMAR UNIVERSITY
Bianca Heath 
Waltrip HS '23

US MILITARY (MARINES)
Brian Osorio 
Bellaire HS '23

UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON
Jakelin Gonzalez-Hurtado 
Scarborough HS '23

Valery Torres 
Chavez HS '23

PRAIRIE VIEW A&M
Ta'Keya Trotter 
Aust in HS '23

UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON 
DOWNTOWN
Andrew Macias 
Bellaire HS '23

TEXAS WOMEN'S UNIVERSITY 
Angelique Alvarez 
Bellaire HS '23

IMPACT STORY:
CompassRN Nursing  
Camp A lum Now Nursing  
Majors Across Texas

" I was ab le t o genuinely  learn about  t he 
vast  job  opport unit ies, sk il ls, and 
specialt ies w it hin nursing . I t hink t his 
camp also helped in b reaking  t he st igma 
t hat  nurses are second t o doctors, I t hink 
it  def init ely  also made me feel safe in my  
indecisiveness in t he sense t hat  I am  st il l  
young and don?t  know  what  I want  t o 
specialize in yet  and t hat  is perfect ly  f ine 
because t hroughout  my  career I w il l be 
ab le t o learn t hrough working  in d if ferent  
specializat ions and f ind  my  specialt y  t o 
get  my  MSN in t hat  specializat ion. This 
was a life chang ing  experience as I f inally  
decided on what  I wanted  t o do in my  
career and learn more t o nursing  t han just  
t he bedside.  This doesn?t  feel l ike a ?job? 
or just  for t he money  aspect  but  rat her a 
vocat ion.  It  was an except ional 
experience!"   

Jakelin Gonzalez-Huert a
Scarborough HS '23

Universit y  of  Houston '27

The CompassRN Nursing Camp, a collaboration 
between DiscoverU, University of St. Thomas 
Peavy School of Nursing, and nonprofit 
CompassRN is a shining example of how 
innovative and external experiential 
programming is an impactful tool in helping 
students take the next step in their professional 
journey. 

Following participation in the camp, students 
could elect to join the CompassRN Mentorship 
Cohort, which pairs a student nurse to a 
professional, who commits to supporting their 
student nurse to and through the process of 
applying to and completing nursing school.  

The rate of students attending nursing 
programs and the number of students choosing 
to enroll at UST shows that their ability to 
experience the training and interact with 
real-world professionals propelled these 
students to where they are today and where 
they will be in the near future.  
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APPENDIX A : Support ing  Dat a 

The follow ing  survey  responses are f rom  HISD DiscoverU FLO part icipant s af t er 
t heir  experiences (20 21-23) . They  il lust rate t he st udent s? belief  t hat  t heir  
part icipat ion in a  FLO has helped t hem in signif icant  ways academ ically.

These responses ind icated  t hat  t he FLO had a st ronger inf luence on t hem pursuing  
academ ic success t han any t hing  else, includ ing  any t hing  done in t he classroom or t heir  
personal/ fam ily  l ives. These experiences clearly  mat t er and can be t ransformat ive t o 
fut ure academ ic performance.

Average
Q: On a scale f rom  " No Inf luence"  (1)  t o " St rong Inf luence"  (3) , p lease rate 
t o what  degree each of  t he fo llow ing  experiences posit ively  inf luenced you 
t o achieve success academ ically  in t he fut ure.

2.54 The classes I have taken at my high school.

2.66 Guidance from my teachers, counselors, and/or administrators.

2.54 Support from my friends and peers.

2.45 Working a part-time job or professional internship during high school.

2.51 Sports, clubs, and/or other school-affiliated extra-curricular activities.

2.69 Field trips and/or college visits.

2.86** Participating in a Fantastic Learning Opportunity (FLO).

**This result  is stat ist ically signif icant  at  a .9 conf idence level

To t rack bot h FLO program qualit y  and dept h of  impact , we have 
developed a Pre- and Post -FLO Survey  t o measure st udent  
percept ions of  t heir  experiences.  This survey  has been externally  
vet t ed  by  t he Unit ed  Way  of  Greater Houston, Texas A&M Universit y, & 
Universit y  of  Houston and is embedded int o DiscoverU?s online 
st udent  port al as well as a core component  of  our curr iculum.  The 
Post -FLO survey  is a valuab le source of  feedback not  only  regard ing  
t he act ual FLO program experience as lived  by  t he st udent , but  also t o 
gauge t he dept h of  social-emot ional development  fostered  by  t he 
ent ire FLO experience, f rom  exp lorat ion t o app licat ion and ult imately  
part icipat ion. 
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To furt her t his point , here are some add it ional responses. 

Responses
This p rogram challenged me 
and pushed me t o develop  in 
new  ways ACADEMICALLY.

113 Very True

25 Somewhat True

2 Not Very True

1 Not True At All

Responses

This p rogram exposed me t o 
NEW  informat ion t hat  I d id  not  
learn in my  regular academ ic 
classes.

131 Very True

9 Somewhat True

1 Not Very True

0 Not True At All

Responses

By  t he end of  t he program, I 
created  or received t akeaways, 
such as cert if icates, 
port fo lios/ p resent at ions, 
inv it at ions t o fut ure event s, 
communit y  act ion p lans, et c.

121 Very True

17 Somewhat True

1 Not Very True

2 Not True At All

Responses

This p rogram challenged me 
and pushed me t o develop  in 
new  ways SOCIALLY/  
EMOTIONALLY.

115 Very True

22 Somewhat True

4 Not Very True

0 Not True At All

And beyond t he academ ic d imension, st udent s believed t hat  it  helped t hem socially  
and emot ionally. 

APPENDIX A : Support ing  Dat a 
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The follow ing  survey  responses are f rom  HISD DiscoverU 
FLO part icipant s af t er t heir  experiences. They  il lust rate 
t he st udent s? belief  t hat  t he FLO has helped t hem in 
signif icant  ways academ ically.

Q: In 2-3 sentences, describe what you believe is the most important thing(s) you learned during the FLO 
application process.

"The most  important  thing was learning how to become more responsible. Learning how to do things 
on my own." 

Caden Procter, Scarborough HS '25

"I learned that  there will always be hard parts that  you might  not  be able to complete but  is always 
bet ter to put  something than just  leave it  blank. I also learned that  not  everything has to be perfect  
in order for you to be accepted into something as long as you put  your everything into it ."  

Dunnamys Ramirez, Houston MSTC '24

"The most  important  thing I learned from the applicat ion process is that  I can ask for help. People 
won't  make fun of me and actually help me. I also learned that  I need to focus."  

Yarel Cortes, Eastwood Academy HS '26

"I learned that  during an applicat ion process you must  be aware of all details, stay consistent  and 
commit ted. As a f irst -t ime FLOster, I learned that  there might  be quest ions that  arise during the 
process, so it  is very important  to always reach out  and ask quest ions."  

Amy Angeles, Challenge ECHS '24

"I learned to keep myself accountable into my applicat ion process. I learned to even keep my 
schedule more organized and over that  even pract ice my literacy skills."   

Alan Bonilla Santos, Madison HS '24

"I had learned how to apply for something relat ive to a job applicat ion."   
Brandon Wilson, Yates HS '24

"I learned from the FLO applicat ion process to always be prepared with important  informat ion when 
applying for something. I also learned to keep myself updated with emails that  I may end up 
missing."  

Isaac Romero Sharpstown International School '26 

"The thing you have to keep in eye out  for is the mult iple documents constant ly being sent  through 
email. Checking your email is a must  in order to not  miss any important  details."  

Nataly Arreazola, Northside HS '23

"I learned that  it  is best  to really take my t ime when writ ing out  the essay port ions of the 
applicat ions. Also very important  to be sure to have all informat ion needed submit  in t ime and to not  
be scared to ask quest ions so that  everything goes right ."

 Arely Martinez, Jones Futures Academy '25

APPENDIX B: St udent  Voices 
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TRANSCRIPT OF NATHALIE YANEZ'S SPEECH

Good afternoon everyone. My name is Nathalie Yanez and I am a DiscoverU alumni. 

I?ve been in this program for 7 years and I can confidently say DiscoverU has taken a huge toll on my academic success and 
personal growth. Back in 2017, I was in a program called Project Explorers. Project Explorers prepared me for high school and my 
advisor at the time would make sure I was on top of my grades, assignments, etc.. Within that program, I was introduced to 
DiscoverU by Miss Abby my 8th grade year. At the time, I was a shy student with a lot of potential. Miss Abby saw that potential in 
me and has ever since been one of my biggest motivators, along with every other mentor I?ve met within DiscoverU along the way.

Within those 7 years I have traveled to 3 states; New Mexico, California, and Washington. 2 countries; the United Arab Emirates and 
India.  Within those 7 years I have been blessed with the opportunity to attend 7 Fantastic Learning Opportunities. Cottonwood 
Gulch, Rice Tapia, Future Doctors Academy, did several trips with The Woods Project; and although I didn?t get to travel to Costa 
Rica due to the pandemic, I got to travel to India this summer with the Impact India program.

DiscoverU not only gave me the opportunity to travel to new places; but to also learn new cultures, expand my horizons, and have a 
chance to learn more about myself. 

Throughout high school, I was confident that I wanted to be a Neurosurgeon, although just the thought of blood would make me 
pass out, I was still confident about it. I then proceeded to do the Future Doctors Academy FLO, to have an insight on the career I 
was interested in. During that time I was able to have an understanding about a few medical field careers, got to dissect a pig?s 
heart and brains, and got to have one on one conversations with Texas A&M School of Medicine Professors and students. After the 
FLO ended, I learned that I dont pass out at the sight of blood and that I did not want to be a Neurosurgeon. Instead, I was more 
interested in how the different parts of the brain worked. This FLO made such a big impact that it helped me decide my major for 
college. Had I not had this Fantastic Learning Opportunity, realistically I would?ve had a horrible time in college studying for 
something I actually didn't have a passion for.

As I mentioned before, DiscoverU and the opportunities I embarked on had an enormous impact on my personal growth as well. The 
summer before junior year, I participated in multiple FLOs associated with The Woods Project. Each time I signed up for 2 weeks in 
the wilderness, the backcountry, with no technology. I can now say that I?ve encountered a bear, hiked more than 8 miles a day for a 
whole week, seen the milky way, hiked more than 1 mountain, sat around a campfire and told scary stories on top of mountains like 
in the movies, had snowball fights, and saw big beautiful waterfalls. I can also say that this program has made me confident about 
my leadership skills, which actually got me nominated to be in the Juniors Leader Program with The Woods Project. It made me 
more grateful for the things we can sometimes take for granted such as bottled water, air, and surprisingly toilets, and has helped 
me develop my social skills just in time for college.

Not only did FLOs help me learn more about myself, but I had the opportunity to learn new cultures as well. Just a few weeks ago I 
was in India for 10 days. Fun fact, a 22 hour flight is not as bad as it sounds. In India I did community service, learned their cultural 
holidays, got to try new foods, learned a new language, went crystal hunting, learned to meditate, and got to make meaningful 
friendships with the kids that I met there. As I was learning about their cultural holidays, one of them stood out the most to me, 
Holi. Holi is known as the festival of colors because individuals play with color and splash it on each other's faces to fully immerse 
themselves in the celebration. It is a day where you also give people second chances and celebrate friendships. I would get so 
caught up with college and work that I never gave much attention to my friendships. Holi helped me remember to cherish them and 
that it doesn't hurt to give people second chances.

All the Fantastic Learning Opportunities helped me gain so much knowledge but it has motivated me to continue to earn my private 
pilot license. Hopefully in the future it' ll be a privilege to be the pilot flying the kids on FLOs to their destination. 

I am proud to say I am now a DiscoverU alumni. My DiscoverU mentors and the Fantastic Learning Opportunities have helped me be 
confident in my major for college and have prepared me for the social and cultural part of it as well. I thank every donor, volunteer, 
teacher, and mentor that has made everything possible not only for me but to my peers as well. I am thankful to have received the 
opportunity to share my DiscoverU experience with The Baytown Sun Newspaper. That is something I will always cherish. I am also 
so grateful to have the privilege to speak here today to share with you the impact that DiscoverU has had on me. 

I am taking every lesson I?ve learned, piece of advice, and meaningful experience with me as I am entering the next stage of life 
tomorrow at Texas State University. I will be majoring in Criminal Justice, minoring in Forensic Psychology to pursue a career as a 
Forensics Psychologist. I thank DiscoverU once again for preparing me for this next chapter of my life since 2017. 

Every fantastic learning opportunity application made my applications to college feel less stressful. A fantastic learning opportunity 
helped me choose my major. A Fantastic learning opportunity made me grateful for my path. In every FLO I gained confidence, 
knowledge, and strength. Every person in this room made everything possible for students like me, So I would like to take this 
moment to thank yall on my behalf for paving the path for us to walk on! 

APPENDIX B: St udent  Voices 
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SERVICES

Regular Custom Report ing:
Regular Custom Report ing  to allow  for campus-based staf f  to  t rack 

student  p rogress and outcomes. 

DiscoverU's Student  Port al:
- An online p lat form that  allows student s to  access:

- The full DiscoverU FLO Catalog  of  150  high-qualit y co llege and 
career p reparatory experiences,

- Automated workf low  tools t hat  include: FLO Match Survey, 
DiscoverU Progress Tracking  tool, and automated reminders and 
updates,

- Resources to assist  in FLO app licat ion, fundraising , t ravel, and 
part icipat ion such as v ideo inst ruct ion guides & d ig it al 
templates. 

DiscoverU's FLO Center:
- Access to DiscoverU's Salesforce p lat form that  allows staf f  to  aid  

st udent s in ident ify ing , app ly ing , and part icipat ing  in FLOs, includ ing :
- The full FLO Catalog  (w it h add it ional details and suggest ions for 

advising  student s) , 
- Ind iv idual st udent  informat ion records for p rogress t racking  and 

family engagement , 
- Report s and dashboards t hat  p rovide real-t ime student  FLO 

outcomes, 
- Access to FLO f lyers, app licat ion guides & web inars, and 

communicat ion templates.
- Professional development  for st af f  in t he areas of  DiscoverU 

p lat forms and DiscoverU student  support  p ract ices. 

APPENDIX C: Program Descrip t ions 
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SERVICES CONTINUED

Access t o DU Financial Aid  & Specialt y Programs:
     Access t o add it ional FLO Program of ferings t hat  are specif ically 
     created  and/ or negot iat ed  by DiscoverU.

- Access t o Direct  A id  f rom DiscoverU t o lower f inancial barriers t o  FLO 
part icipat ion for elig ib le st udent s. 

1:1 Student  Advising by DU Staf f : 
Unlimit ed  ind iv idual v irt ual advising by DiscoverU Staf f  using  video 
chat  and screen sharing  sessions via Microsof t  Teams or Goog le 
Meets.  Student s can schedule ind iv idual sessions at  t imes t hat  work 
for t hem such as evenings and weekends.  These sessions may also 
t ake t he form of  small g roup app licat ion workshops.

DU Financial & Log ist ical Support :
- Opt -in access t o DiscoverU Financial and Log ist ical Services t hat  

include DiscoverU?s payment  services and FLO t ravel booking .
- Personalized reminders & case-management  support  during  t he 

summer when most  school-based staf f  is unavailab le.

APPENDIX C: Program Descrip t ions 

In-Person Engagement  by DiscoverU Staf f :
- Engagement  may include connect ing  w it h st udent s in a large 

group, small g roup, or ind iv idual set t ing .  It  can also include staf f  
or parent  p resentat ions, co llege fair event s, and app licat ion 
pop-up shops.  Visit s w il l be staf fed  by two DU Advisors and last  
four hours scheduled  at  a mutually agreeab le t ime.
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Extended, external experiential educational opportunities can significantly benefit low-income 
high school students by providing access to resources and experiences that may be limited 
within traditional educational settings. This is why even highly structured charter school 
systems such as KIPP Texas Public Schools and Uplift Education utilize the services of 
DiscoverU. Extended external experiential learning opportunities offer additional learning 
avenues beyond the standard curriculum, allowing students to explore diverse subjects and 
develop specialized skills.

Moreover, enrichment programs provide practical experiences that enhance students' social 
and interpersonal skills.1 Participation in these activities can foster teamwork, leadership, and 
communication abilities, which are valuable not only in academic settings but also in future 
career endeavors.2 3

Scholarships and financial aid associated with external educational opportunities can alleviate 
the financial burden on low-income families, making higher education more accessible.4 By 
participating in these programs, students may also gain exposure to professionals in their fields 
of interest, expanding their networks and opening doors to potential future opportunities.5

Overall, extended external experiential educational opportunities contribute to a more holistic 
and well-rounded education for low-income high school students, preparing them for success in 
both academic and professional spheres.

APPENDIX D: Support ing  Research 



15

PARTNER SCHOOLS 20 23-24

HOUSTON ISD

Aust in High School
Barbara Jordan Career Center
BT Washing ton High School

Chávez High School
Energy Inst it ute High School

Furr High School
Houston Academy for Internat ional 

Stud ies
Houston MSTC

Kashmere High School
Mad ison High School

Milby High School 
North Forest  High School

Northside High School
Scarborough High School
Sharpstown High School

Sterling  Aviat ion Early College High 
School

Walt r ip  High School
Westbury High School
W heat ley High School
W isdom High School

Worthing  Early College High School
Yates High School

INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS

Cristo Rey Jesuit  College Preparatory 

KIPP East  End High School

Varnet t  Pub lic Schools

Up lif t  Educat ion 

Yellowstone Schools

KLEIN ISD
Klein Cain High School

Klein Coll ins High School
Klein Forest  High School

Klein High School
Klein Oaks High School

SPRING BRANCH ISD
Memorial High School

Northbrook High School
Spring  Woods High School

St rat ford  High School
Westchester Academy for 

Internat ional Stud ies

SPRING ISD
Dekaney High School

Spring  Early College Academy
Spring  High School

West f ield  High School
W unsche High School

ALDINE ISD
Ald ine High School

Avalos Pathways in Technology 
Early College High School

Blanson High School
Carver Magnet  Performing and              

Visual Art s High School
Davis High School

MacArthur High School
Nimit z High School

Victory CTE High School
West f ield  High School

EMERGE FELLOW SHIP

Rev. 11/ 23

APPENDIX E: Part nership  Port fo lio 



16

Selected  Funders

Selected  FLO Part ners

APPENDIX E: Part nership  Port fo lio 
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